Where is the best place in the world to be an indigenous child?
Excellent question. But to be honest I have no idea of what the answer might be. But here are a few thoughts: The question raises the issue of exactly how 'indigenous' should be defined (and hence who should be included/excluded), and what criteria should be used to determine what is 'best'. The second issue is probably more problematic than the first (but the UN could not agree on a definition of indigenous, which is why there is no definition in the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples). On the issue of what is best, clearly for indigenous peoples preserving their culture and heritage will be of considerable importance, so along with various health, educational, housing and other social indicators for children, what is best would need to include (and give priority to) various measures of cultural vitality and flourishing ...
 
The single measure that would have the most impact on reducing child poverty in NZ would be to raise core/main benefit rates substantially, followed by major reform of child support and Working for Families. 
 
On the non-income side of things, improving access to good quality, affordable, secure housing is vital. But this will take a generation of concerted well-designed policies. 
 Benefit rates could be raised within a few months ...

