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“Like Minds, Like Mine”: the campaign against stigma 
and discrimination (Postscript) 

“Mark Burton – Killer at the Zoo”. These headlines, in the nationwide Sunday Herald 
on 25 March 2007, proved a reality check for the Like Minds team as they worked on 
the fourth series of advertisements designed to reduce stigma and discrimination 
against people with mental illness. 

In 2001, Mark Burton, then 26 and diagnosed with paranoid schizophrenia, fatally 
stabbed his mother a day after being discharged from Southland Hospital’s mental 
health unit, by a doctor later found not competent to practice.  Since being found not 
guilty of murder by reason of insanity he had been in the care of the Mason Clinic in 
Auckland, which as part of his rehabilitation had got him a job with a company 
contracted to make compost from the manure, or “zoodoo” produced at Auckland zoo. 
The zoo was not told of Burton’s history. The job did not bring him in contact with 
members of the public, but when the zoo found out about him, Burton lost his job. 

The Mental Health Commission issued a statement condemning the sensationalist 
reporting of the story. However, the response by the public, including journalist 
colleagues, proved to be a powerful demonstration of changing public attitudes. 

By 4.00 pm on 26 March, 2007, the New Zealand Herald’s “Your Views” pages were 
running strongly in support of Burton’s right to privacy. Of 26 responses posted, all 
but five said the zoo was wrong to sack him and many also criticised the reporting of 
the incident (Exhibit 1). 

This postscript has been prepared by Janet Tyson for teaching purposes to accompany the cases 2007-73.1 
and 73.2. The use of teaching materials is restricted to authorised persons.  

Cases are not necessarily intended as a complete account of the events described. While every 
reasonable effort has been made to ensure accuracy at the time of publication, subsequent 
developments may mean that certain details have since changed. This work is licensed under Creative 
Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivatives 4.0 International License, except for logos, 
trademarks, photographs and other content marked as supplied by third parties. No license is given in 
relation to third party material. Version 14-01-08. Distributed by the Case Program, the Australia and 
New Zealand School of Government, www.anzsog.edu.au.
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